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           Bulgarian music                                  

         

             Traditional music

 

Bulgarian folk music is unique in its complex 

harmonies and highly irregular rhythms. These 

kinds of rhythms also called uneven beats or 

asymmetric measures. Examples of such beats 

are 5/8, 7/8, 8/8, 9/8, and 11/8. Each area of 

Bulgaria has a characteristic music and dance 

style. Bulgarian folk music inspired and was  
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used by musicians like Kate Bush and George 

Harrison. 

Bulgarian vocal style has a unique throat 

quality, while the singers themselves are 

renowned for their range. Their voices are low 

and soprano and the children love singing, and 

anything artistic. (Orpheus is said to be from 

Thrace, a region partly in Bulgaria.) 

Musical instruments (also characteristic of the 

whole Balkan region) 

include gaida (bagpipe), kaval (rim-blown 

flute), zurna or zurla (another 

woodwind), tambura (guitar-

like), gadulka (violin-like), and tapan (large 

two-sided drum). 

Dances have complex steps matching the 

rhythm and are often fast. Most are circle-

dances or line dances called horo; but some 

are done singly or in pairs, like the 7/8 dance 

Rachenitsa. 

Traditional music and dance are popular 

among Bulgarian, they are often performed at 

weddings, and generally fiests. They are also 

performed in Bulgaria and abroad by amateur 

and professional performing artists. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BVgs5w

doJI Internationally acclaimed and Grammy-

winning all-female Bulgarian vocal 

ensemble The Mystery of the Bulgarian 

Voices are famed for bringing a contemporary 

twist to traditional music, performing modern 

arrangements of traditional Bulgarian folk 

melodies. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=deskt

op&v=pwNKTXpy67M&fbclid=IwAR36bHMU2

TvYKLgyMq6_92-IQD8TRr-hBqvI-

QEZC_9Lnm5aLmR8jIL-JmI 

Since its creation in the early 1950s, this choir 

of about twenty Bulgarian women has been 

singing the legends of unknown lands, 

expanses over borders and space-time 

journeys. This group has become a legend.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balkan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BVgs5wdoJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BVgs5wdoJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pwNKTXpy67M&fbclid=IwAR36bHMU2TvYKLgyMq6_92-IQD8TRr-hBqvI-QEZC_9Lnm5aLmR8jIL-JmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pwNKTXpy67M&fbclid=IwAR36bHMU2TvYKLgyMq6_92-IQD8TRr-hBqvI-QEZC_9Lnm5aLmR8jIL-JmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pwNKTXpy67M&fbclid=IwAR36bHMU2TvYKLgyMq6_92-IQD8TRr-hBqvI-QEZC_9Lnm5aLmR8jIL-JmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pwNKTXpy67M&fbclid=IwAR36bHMU2TvYKLgyMq6_92-IQD8TRr-hBqvI-QEZC_9Lnm5aLmR8jIL-JmI
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Since its massive discovery by audiences in Western Europe and America in the mid-

1980s, the Mystery of the Bulgarian Voices has in one way or another impressed all generations of 

listeners, and inspired other artists. 

The choir reached global success when the English label 4AD released the record produced by Marcel 

Cellier. The musicians recognize and love to get lost. Kate Bush, Gorillas, or the Cocteau Twins are 

swooning. U2, Drake. It is thought to hear the liturgy of ancient mythologies, so ancient that they 

may exist only in the imagination. They’ve performed in concert halls all over the world. 

 

In the Space 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vh6HKXE_eg  

Valya Balkanska - In 1977, the song "Izlel e dello haidutin" performed by Valya Balkanska was 

included in the Golden Record of Voyager on the American spacecraft "Voyager 2" and "Voyager 1" 

as a musical message from Earth to outer 

space.

 

 

 

 

Classical music 

La scala 

In the central lobby of La Scala in Milan, on the walls leading to the hall, there are ten huge oil 

portraits, seven of which are of Bulgarians. 

            The portraits in La Scala are by Boris Hristov, 

Nikolay Guyarov, Gena Dimitrova, Nikola Gyuzelev, 

Elena Nikolay, Raina Kabaivanska and Nadia 

Kovacheva  

The La Scala Theater was designed by architect 

Giuseppe Piermarini in 1776-1778 on the site of the 

church of Santa Maria della  Scala, hence the name of 

the famous theater. It was opened on August 3, 1778 

with a production of Antonio Salieri's opera Europa riconosciuta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vh6HKXE_eg
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 Boris Hristov 
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Boris Hristov was born on May 18, 1914 in Plovdiv. 

Even when Boris Hristov was a child, his family moved to 

Sofia. Since he was a child, Hristov has demonstrated very 

good vocal abilities in the choir of „St. Alexander Nevsky".

 

Letter from the Ministry of Education to Boris Hristov, 

informing him that he was granted a scholarship, April 22, 

1942. 

Hristov's singing skills and qualities as a soloist 

of the Gusla Choir impressed many and this 

caused him to receive a scholarship from the 

government in May 1942 (with the personal 

participation and support of Tsar Boris III) for 

training and specialization in Milan at the 

famous baritone Ricardo Strachari (1875 - 

1955). 

Boris Hristov began participating in concerts 

with the orchestra of the Santa Cecilia 

Academy.  After several visits and recitals in 

Austria in 1944 and 1945, he returned to Italy 

in December. He made his operatic debut in 

the small role of Colin in Giacomo Puccini's 

opera Bohemia in Reggio di Calabria  on May 

12, 1946. After a few more small roles, Hristov 

first attracted the attention of critics with the 

role of Pimen in " Boris Godunov ”by 

Mussorgsky in February 1947 in Rome, and in 

1948 he performed his crowning role of 

Godunov in Cagliari for the first time.  In 1946 

he met his future wife Franca de Renzis (1915 

- 2010), with whom he married in 1949. Over 

the next few years Hristov continued his 

performances in various Italian theaters, in 

early 1949 he toured in London's Covent 

Garden, on February 15 he sang for the first 

time in Milan's La Scala, and on August 9 - in 

Arena di Verona. ” 

Boris Hristov's international success came in 

1950. On February 12, he sang for the first 

time at the Venetian La Fenice Theater, and a 

few days later played one of his most 

important roles, that of Mephistopheles in 

Charles Gounod's Faust, which received wide 

acclaim in the European press. 

 In May, King Philip sang for the first time in 

Giuseppe Verdi's Don Carlos, another of his 

most popular roles.  

In 1951, in Verdi's Sicilian Evening, Boris 

Hristov sang for the first time with Maria 

Callas, with whom he often partnered over 

the next decade. At the end of 1953, he took 

part in the well-known recordings of Boris 

Godunov, in which he performed all three 

bass parts - of Boris Godunov, Varlaam and 

Pimen 

In 1959 Boris Hristov recorded four 

gramophone records with the full cycle of 

songs by Mussorgsky, the author of "Boris 

Godunov". In his own words: "My boundless 

love for the genius of Modest Mussorgsky 

made me embrace the art of singing." 

Boris Hristov died in Rome on June 28, 1993, 

but his body was transferred for worship to 

Sofia's “St. Alexander Nevsky” Cathedral and 

was buried in Sofia.  

 

 

 



 

 

Nikolai Gyaurov 

Nikolai Gyaurov was born on September 13, 

1929 in the village of Ladjene, today a district 

of Velingrad. From an early age he was 

interested in music, and during his military 

service he sang and led an amateur choir, thus 

making an impression on Petko Staynov. He 

studied opera singing at the Sofia 

Conservatory under Hristo Brumbarov, and in 

1950 continued his studies in Leningrad, and 

then in Moscow.  

Gyaurov's career began in 1955, when he won 

the grand prize at the prestigious competition 

for opera singers in Paris. He made his debut 

at the Sofia National Opera on March 18, 1956 

as Don Basilio in Gioachino Rossini's The 

Barber of Seville. In the autumn of the same 

year he left for Moscow, where he worked for 

several seasons at the Bolshoi Theater.  

On February 20, 1960, Gyaurov took part in a 

production of "Boris Godunov" at the La Scala 

Theater in Milan, in which two other 

prominent Bulgarian singers took part - Boris 

Hristov as Boris Godunov and Dimitar Uzunov 

as the Impostor. This performance became a 

turning point in his career, bringing him a 

series of engagements at La Scala, which 

made him a permanent leading bass of the 

theater for a long time. Nikolai Gyaurov died 

on June 2, 2004 in Modena. 

 

 Raina  Kabaivanska 

Born in Burgas, Bulgaria, she studied 

in Sofia with Prokopova and Yosifov, and  
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made her debut at the Bulgarian National 

Opera in Sofia as Tatjana 

in Tchaikovsky's Eugene Onegin in 1957. The 

following year, she left for Italy for further 

studies with Zina Fumagalli-Riva in Milan and 

with Giulia Tess in Vercelli. Two years later she 

made a breakthrough in Fano, Italy, as Nedda 

in Leoncavallo's Pagliacci. In 1961, she gave 

her first performance at La Scala in Milan, as 

Agnese in Bellini's Beatrice di Tenda, opposite 

Dame Joan Sutherland. She sang widely in 

Italy, Genoa, Venice, Parma and notably 

in Turin in 1973, as Elena in I vespri siciliani, in 

the only production ever directed by Maria 

Callas. 

In 1962, she made her debuts at both 

the Royal Opera House in London, as 

Desdemona in Verdi's Otello, and 

the Metropolitan Opera in New York, 

as Nedda. She went on performing at 

the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow, the Teatro 

Colón in Buenos Aires, the Paris Opéra, 

the Vienna State Opera, the Budapest Opera, 

the Lyric Opera of Chicago, the San Francisco 

Opera, the Dallas Opera, the Teatro dell'Opera 

di Roma, etc. 

She also appeared in a few opera films, 

notably Pagliacci, opposite Jon Vickers in 

1968, Il trovatore, opposite Franco Bonisolli, in 

1975, and Tosca, opposite Plácido Domingo, in 

1976.A versatile singer with a beautiful voice 

and fine musicianship, she is also a singing-

actress of considerable ability. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burgas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Opera_and_Ballet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Opera_and_Ballet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyotr_Ilyich_Tchaikovsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Onegin_(opera)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vercelli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruggiero_Leoncavallo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pagliacci
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Scala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincenzo_Bellini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatrice_di_Tenda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Sutherland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_vespri_siciliani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Callas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Callas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verdi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pagliacci
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolshoi_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teatro_Col%C3%B3n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teatro_Col%C3%B3n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buenos_Aires
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palais_Garnier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna_State_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budapest_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyric_Opera_of_Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dallas_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teatro_dell%27Opera_di_Roma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teatro_dell%27Opera_di_Roma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jon_Vickers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Il_trovatore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franco_Bonisolli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tosca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pl%C3%A1cido_Domingo


 

 

 

Kabaivanska has received the following 

international opera awards: Bellini 

(1965), Viotti d'Oro (1970), Puccini (1978), 

Illica (1979), Monteverdi (1980), the Award of 

Accademia 'Medici' - Lorenzo il Magnifico, 

Florence (1990), the Grand Prix 'A Life, 

Dedicated to the Music', Venice (2000).[1] 

At present, Kabaivanska is a professor at 

the Accademia Musicale Chigiana, in Siena, 

Italy. She has a Master Class for performers of 

Puccini's works, as well as master classes in 

Spain, Italy and France. She is also a jury 

member for many prestigious competitions all 

over the world. 

Kabaivanska delivered an emotional 

performance of the "Ave Maria" from the 

opera Otello by Giuseppe Verdi to open the 

funeral mass for Luciano Pavarotti in Modena, 

Italy on 8 September 2007. 

Kabaivanska has recently added another role 

to her considerable repertoire: the Comtesse 

in Tchaikowsky's Queen of Spades, in a series 

of five performances (31 January - 19 February 

2008) at the Capitole de Toulouse. 

    

Italian President Giorgio Napolitano 

congratulates Raina Cabaivanska on a 

concert on February 26, 2009 
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Nicola 

Ghiuselev                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

(August 1936 – 16 May 2014) was 

a Bulgarian operatic bass, particularly 

associated with the Italian and Russian 

repertories. Ghiuselev was born in Pavlikeni. 

He studied painting at the Academy of Arts 

in Sofia, and later voice at the school of 

the National Opera of Sofia, with Christo 

Brambarov. He made his stage debut with that 

company, as Timur in Turandot, in 1960. In 

1965, with the Sofia Opera, he toured 

Germany, the Netherlands and France, and 

made his debut at the Metropolitan Opera of 

New York, as Ramfis in Aida, quickly followed 

by King Philip II in Don Carlo, and the title role 

in Boris Godunov. In two seasons with the 

Met, he sang as Raimondo in Lucia di 

Lammermoor, the Commendatore in Don 

Giovanni, Colline in La bohème.  

Important debuts followed at the Berlin State 

Opera, La Scala in Milan, the Vienna State 

Opera, the Monte Carlo Opera, the Palais 

Garnier in Paris, the Liceo in Barcelona, 

the San 

Carlo in 

Naples, 

the Royal 

Opera 

House in 

London, 

the Verona 

Arena, 

he Salzburg 

Festival, 

the Holland 

Festival,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viotti_International_Music_Competition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raina_Kabaivanska#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accademia_Musicale_Chigiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giuseppe_Verdi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luciano_Pavarotti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitole_de_Toulouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bass_(vocal_range)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pavlikeni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Opera_and_Ballet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turandot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Carlo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boris_Godunov_(opera)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucia_di_Lammermoor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucia_di_Lammermoor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Giovanni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Giovanni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_boh%C3%A8me
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_State_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_State_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Scala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna_State_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna_State_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monte_Carlo_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palais_Garnier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palais_Garnier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liceo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teatro_di_San_Carlo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teatro_di_San_Carlo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verona_Arena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verona_Arena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salzburg_Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salzburg_Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holland_Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holland_Festival
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he also appeared in Moscow, Saint 

Petersburg, Prague, Budapest, Warsaw, Marse

ille, Toulouse, Chicago, Houston, among 

others. 

Other notable roles include; Mephistopheles 

in Faust, Creonte in Medea, Padre Guardiano 

in La forza del destino, Banquo in Macbeth, 

Zaccaria in Nabucco, Silva in Ernani, Enrico 

in Anna Bolena, Galitzky in Prince Igor, the 

four villains in The Tales of Hoffmann, Mosè 

in Mosè in Egitto, Marcel in Les Huguenots, 

Gremin in Eugene Onegin, etc. 

He died on 16 May 2014, aged 77.  

Vasko Vasilev 

                           

Vasko Vassilev was born on October 14, 1970 

in Sofia, He is a Bulgarian violinist and 

conductor. At the age of eight he had his first 

public appearance and released his first 

record with the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra. 

At age 10 he began his studies on a Bulgarian 

government grant at the Moscow Central 

Music School, a junior department of 

the Moscow Conservatory. In 1987 he took a 

second prize at the Marguerite Long–Jacques 

Thibaud Competition. In 1989 he won a 

second prize (the first wasn't awarded that 

year) at the Paganini competition. In 1994 at 

the age of 23 he became the youngest 

ever Concertmaster of the Royal Opera 

House in London. In 2005 he made 

his conducting debut at the Royal Albert 

Hall in London. He gives Masterclasses for 

violinists at the Royal College of Music, Trinity 

College of Music, and at the Conservatory of 

Music in Spain. In 2011 he became a judge at 

the reality show X Factor (Bulgaria). 

He worked with artists Plácido 

Domingo, Sting, The Rolling Stones, Vanessa-

Mae, Lili Ivanova and others.  

Written by Galina Bratanova 

   Pop music                                 

Miroslav Kostadinov (MIRO) was born in 

Dobrich, Bulgaria.  

The artiste is the son of the famous painter, 

writer, composer, director and singer Miroslav 

Adinov, whose story is told by the biographer 

Jim Wildcat in "Miroslav Adinov: the man, the 

legend". The performer began playing the 

piano and creating music of the moment he 

sat in front of a musical instrument. His 

obvious musical talent was also noticed by his 

parents and their relatives, and on their advice 

they registered their seven-year-old son at a 

music school. After receiving numerous 

awards from various national and  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Petersburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Petersburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prague
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budapest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marseille
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marseille
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faust_(opera)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A9d%C3%A9e_(Cherubini)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_forza_del_destino
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banquo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macbeth_(opera)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nabucco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Bolena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Igor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tales_of_Hoffmann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mos%C3%A8_in_Egitto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Huguenots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Onegin_(opera)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofia_Philharmonic_Orchestra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_Conservatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long-Thibaud-Crespin_Competition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long-Thibaud-Crespin_Competition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paganini_competition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concertmaster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conducting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Albert_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Albert_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X_Factor_(Bulgaria)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pl%C3%A1cido_Domingo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pl%C3%A1cido_Domingo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sting_(musician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rolling_Stones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanessa-Mae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanessa-Mae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lili_Ivanova


 

 

international festivals, he collaborated with 

many of his friends who were also well-known 

musicians.  

 

Later, he became 

part of the pop 

duo KariZma. In 

2007, he 

recorded his first 

two songs as a 

solo musician, 

entitled "Ever 

Before" and 

"Lose Control", 

the latter being the first single on his debut 

solo record Omirotvoren. 

 In 2011, 2013 and 2014, the performer is a 

vocal coach in the TV show The Voice of 

Bulgaria, and in 2013 the winner is a member 

of his team. In the spring of 2014, the 

entertainer leads the show "True Love." In 

2013, the artiste is Ambassador of Giorgio 

Armani for Bulgaria and is number 8 in the 

first ranking of Forbes magazine for Bulgarian 

celebrities. The performer also won numerous 

awards outside of the musical scene - as a 

personality and influence on modern culture. 

The artiste has been in the music industry 

from 16 years and has already won and other 

prestigious awards. He has also been invited 

to perform in Turkey and Kazakhstan, where 

his songs blew everyone away, including the 

jury. The songs of the performer brings him 

honors from all the representative awards in 

Bulgaria, even receiving an international prize 

from MAD TV Greece. In 2017, the singer is 

invited to take part in the show "As Two Drops 

of Water". In June 2018 Miro's song "Pigeon" 

was awarded with three statues during  the 

ceremony of the BG Radio 2018 Music awards 

for best song, best text and best video. In May 

2019 Miro won the BG Radio 2019 Music 

awards for the best video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B1whPv

UZRU 
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GRAFA-famous Bulgarian pop singer   

BIOGRAPHY OF THE GRAFA 

Vladimir Kirilov Ampov (born July 21, 1978), 

known by his artistic pseudonym Grafa, is a 

famous Bulgarian pop singer, composer and 

music producer. He is the son of musicians 

Toni Ampova and Kiril Ampov, both part of the 

"Emergency" trio. 

    Grafa's first public appearance was in 1988, 

when he was 10 years old and sang the song 

"Mom, Dad and I" in front of an audience with 

the Emergency Trio. This is followed by the 

sequel "Mom, Dad and I №2" and his first solo 

song "Mandarins". The debut album "Rubber 

Men" was released on November 29, 1993. At 

the end of 1994 the first vinyl maxi single was 

released: "All Right, Baby", and the following 

year the second - "Jump in the river". On July 

21, 1995, he won the grand prize at the Rovinj 

Blue Pearl Festival in Croatia.  

 Coach in 

"The Voice 

of Bulgaria" 

In 2017, 

2018, 2019, 

2020 Grafa 

is a coach in 

four 

seasons of 

the musical 

reality show The Voice of Bulgaria, which is 

broadcast on BTV.  

Grafa writes singles for some Bulgarian artists, 

including Rushi Vidinliev ("Hotel **", "BG TV"), 

Lubo Kirov ("I believe again"), BUBA ("Back 

and forth"), Maria Ilieva ("You come to me "," 

Past ", Petar Antonov (" 5.45 AM "), Magi 

Dzhanavarova and Nora Karaivanova (" How 

much do you cost "), Nikolay Manolov (" How 

do you do it "), Mihaela Fileva (Dangerously 

Close, Tides, Incognito and etc.), Divna (My 

music) Venzi (If you are next to me, etc.), 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B1whPvUZRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B1whPvUZRU


 

 

 Victoria Georgieva (Part of me, Unfinished 

novel), Poli Genova (More), Lydia Ganeva 

(Magic day, Millions of reasons) Nelly 

Rangelova Taste of honey) Radko Petkov (The 

apple of discord). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXnSqvB

vqOs  

Written by Anatoly Atanasov 

An article about Poli Genova 

Hello, dear readers! 

I feel very grateful to have the opportunity to 
introduce you one amazing Bulgarian singer, 
as the topic of this newspaper is exactly that. 
Her name is Poli Genova and now I will inform 
you about her achievements and why is she so 
loved and famous in our country.  
 
Poli Plamenova Genova (Bulgarian: Поли 

Пламенова Генова, born 10 February 1987) is 

a Bulgarian singer, songwriter, actress, and 

television presenter. Genova began her career 

in 1995, at the age of eight, as a member of 

the Bulgarian children's ensemble Bon-Bon. 

Genova later went on to represent Bulgaria in 

the Eurovision Song Contest 2011 with the 

song "Na inat", which did not qualify for the 

final. She returned to Eurovision five years 

later in 2016, for the second time representing 

Bulgaria with the song "If Love Was a Crime". 

She brought Bulgaria to the final for the first 

time since 2007, placing fourth, which is 

Bulgaria's second highest placing ever, behind 

her successor Kristian Kostov's 2nd place the 

following year. 
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Outside of performing, Genova has also 

appeared as a coach or mentor on The Voice 

of Bulgaria and X Factor Bulgaria, voiced the 

Bulgarian version of Judy Hopps in the film 

Zootopia, and hosted the Junior Eurovision 

Song Contest 2015 in Sofia. 

Here, you can see some pictures of her at The 

Voice of Bulgaria and X Factor Bulgaria and 

her participation at the Eurovision Song 

Contest in 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

In addition, I will upload a link to a playlist of 

her songs in YouTube, so you will be able to 

listen to them all:  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgSs

coeUWsycf6HQPvjPnBSj0Ba7ns2gq 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXnSqvBvqOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXnSqvBvqOs
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgSscoeUWsycf6HQPvjPnBSj0Ba7ns2gq
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgSscoeUWsycf6HQPvjPnBSj0Ba7ns2gq


 

 

I wish you to be healthy and hope that you will 

like the performance of Poli Genova. Also, I 

believe that you will appreciate the Bulgarian 

music! Thank you for your attention! 

Written by: Teodor Todorov 

 R&B music 

Geri-Nicol is bulgarian pop, hip-hop and R&B 
singer who is born in 30.07.1998 /22years/. 
When she is barely years 16 years old she 
attended the musical show “X factor” and gets 
very attention, but later the jury decides that 
she should be part of group “Sweet 16", 
together with Mishel Straminska and Hristina 
Hristova who is famous as Tita. 
 

 
 
 In 2015 she starts her own career with her 
debut song >>Come and get it<< which is 
debut song with Krisko. With every new song 
she becomes more activeis and her name is 
being conected with fake magazine news. Geri 
is one of the most popular singers in Bulgaria 
and wins many awards. 
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She doesn't reveals much of her private life 
but from her social medias her fans find out 
that she is in a relationship with the famous 
bulgarian boxer Dani Iliev.  
                                                                                         
In Instagram she has more than 500 
thousands followers. 

  
https://youtu.be/6MjWZgqdAU8  
 
Written by Ani Ivanova 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/6MjWZgqdAU8


 

 

Greek Music 

Folk music 

Greek folk music traditions are said to derive 

from the music played by ancient Greeks. 

There are said to be two musical movements 

in Greek folk music (παραδοσιακή 

μουσική): Acritic songs and Klephtic songs. 

Akritic music comes from the 9th 

century akrites, or border guards of 

the Byzantine Empire. Following the end of 

the Byzantine period, klephtic music arose 

before the Greek Revolution, developed 

among the kleftes, warriors who fought 

against the Ottoman Empire. Klephtic music 

is monophonic and uses 

no harmonic accompaniment. 

Demotic songs  are accompanied 

by clarinets, tambourines, laouto, violins 

and lyras, and include dance music 

like syrtó, kalamatianó, tsámiko and hasaposé

rviko, as well as vocal music like kléftiko. The 

lyrics are based on dimotiki (folk) poetry 

(usually by anonymous lyricist) and popular 

themes are love, marriage, humor, death, 

nature, water, sea, religious, about klephts, 

armatoloi, various war fighters or battles etc. 

Some notable istrumentalists include clarinet 

virtuosos like Petroloukas Chalkias, Giorgos 

Gevgelis and Yiannis Vassilopoulos, as well 

as laouto and fiddle players like Nikos 

Saragoudas, Vasilis Kostas and Giorgos Koros. 

 

 

 

                                                                            [12] 

                     

 

Greek folk music is found all throughout 

Greece Cyprus and several regions of Turkey, 

as well as among communities in countries 

like the United States, Canada and Australia. 

The island of Cyprus and several regions 

of Turkey are home to long-standing 

communities of Greeks in Turkey with their 

own unique styles of music. 

Here you can listen to Greek folk songs 

https://youtu.be/DIF1QDakkG8 

 

 

Rebetiko 

Rebetiko is a term used today to designate 

originally disparate kinds of urban Greek 

music which have come to be grouped 

together since the so-called rebetika revival, 

which started in the 1960s and developed 

further from the early 1970s onwards. 

Rebetiko briefly can be described as the urban 

popular song of the Greeks, especially the 

poorest, from the late 19th century to the 

1950s.   

The word rebetiko  is derived from the Greek 

word rebetis. The word rebetis  means a 

person who embodies aspects of character, 

dress, behavior, morals and ethics associated 

with a particular subculture. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acritic_songs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klephtic_song
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akritoi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klephts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monophony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarinet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tambourine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laouto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Lyra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrt%C3%B3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalamatian%C3%B3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ts%C3%A1miko
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasapos%C3%A9rviko
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasapos%C3%A9rviko
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kl%C3%A9ftiko
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laouto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiddle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnic_Greeks
https://youtu.be/DIF1QDakkG8


 

 

 

The etymology of the word rebetis remains 

the subject of dispute and uncertainty; An 

early scholar of rebetiko, Elias Petropoulos, 

and the modern Greek lexicographer Giorgos 

Babiniotis, both offer various suggested 

derivations, but leave the question open.The 

earliest source of the word to date is to be 

 

found in a Greek-Latin dictionary published in 

Leiden, Holland in 1614 where the word 

rebitos is defined as a wanderer, blind, 

misguided, etc. 

The first rebetiko songs to be recorded, were 

mostly in Ottoman/Smyrna style, employing 

instruments of the Ottoman tradition. During 

the second half of the 1930s, as rebetiko 

music gradually acquired its own character, 

the bouzouki began to emerge as the 

emblematic instrument of this music, 

gradually replacing the instruments which had 

been brought over from Asia Minor.Like 

several other urban subcultural musical forms 

such as the blues, flamenco, fado, bal-musette 

and tango, rebetiko grew out of particular 

urban circumstances. Often its lyrics reflect 

the harsher realities of a marginalized 

subculture’s lifestyle. Thus one finds themes 

such as crime, drink, drugs, poverty, 

prostitution and violence, but also a multitude 

of themes of relevance to Greek people of any 

social stratum: death, eroticism, exile, 

exoticism, disease, love, marriage, 

matchmaking, the mother figure, war, work, 

and diverse other everyday matters, both 

happy and sad. Rebetiko is closely related with  

 

                                                                            [13]                                                                                                                                    

 

nightlife entertainment: ouzeri, taverna and 

night centres. 

Rebetiko is also sometimes related with the 

icon of mangas , which means strong guy. 

Mangas was a label for men belonging to the 

working class, behaving in a particularly 

arrogant way, and dressing with a very typical 

vesture composed of a woolen hat 

(kavouraki), a jacket (they usually wore only 

one of its sleeves), a tight belt (used as a knife 

case), stripe pants, and pointy shoes. Other 

features of their appearance were their long 

moustache, their bead chaplets , and their 

idiosyncratic manneristic limp-walking . A 

related social group were the Koutsavakides. 

The two terms are occasionally used 

interchangeably. 

A rebetiko song you can listen to is called :ede 

la magkete votanik. In Greek εντε λα μαγκετε 

βοτανικ. The original version of this song is 

enas magkas ston votaniko, but the ownership 

was disputed by two artists for a long time, so 

singer Spiros Zagoreos came up with this 

version of the song as a way to end the 

dispute. The lyrics are sung in a funny dialect 

often used by magkes as mentioned above.  

https://youtu.be/GZ1U8f9GJM8 

Written by Dimitris Konstantouras 

 

Rock music 

Greek rock originated in the early 1960s with 

the creation of several anglophone pop-rock 

bands such as The Forminx (which included 

composer Vangelis), The Charms, The Idols , 

The Olympians, Juniors, M.G.C. and many 

more. 1968 in Paris saw the formation of   

Aphrodite's Child, one of the most important 

and successful Greek rock bands: with their 

album It's Five O'Clock (1969) and 666 (1972) 

they achieved worldwide fame. 

https://youtu.be/GZ1U8f9GJM8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vangelis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphrodite%27s_Child
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It%27s_Five_O%27Clock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/666_(Aphrodite%27s_Child_album)


                                 

 

Rock music in Greece first peaked in the early 

seventies, while Greece was still ruled by a 

military dictatorship. Bands included Socrates 

Drank The Conium (anglophone progressive 

rock), Nostradamos, Exadahtylos (political/sati

rical lyrics), Pelóma Bokioú (Santana-like Latin 

rock with Greek lyrics), Poll (folk with vocal 

harmonies, Greek lyrics), Axis (Another Paris 

based Greek Band). 

Kostas Tournas is one of the pioneers of Greek 

rock.He is a singer and composer of many hits 

in the 1970s with a long career and a string of 

hits which continue to this day. His 

1972 progressive-psychedelic solo album rock 

opera Aperanta Horafia (Infinite Fields) is 

considered a landmark of Greek rock and an 

act of resistance against the junta which ruled 

Greece at the time. 

One of the most popular rock artists in the 

decade was Pavlos Sidiropoulos, who 

managed to merge Rock music with Greek 

lyrics especially in his collaboration with the 

band Spiridoula and the album Flou (1978). 

Another important musician who 

experimented with Greek lyrics was Nikolas 

Asimos, who recorded his first illegal tapes 

during the decade. 

Even though Vasilis Papakonstantinou started 

his career in the 1970s, it wasn't until the 

beginning of the 1980s that he gain huge 

popularity and became one of the most 

successful Greek rock singers. Vasilis 

Papakonstantinou is still active and he 

continues to release successful albums. 

The 1990s is when Greek rock culture was at 

its highest. It was dominated by the groups  

Xylina Spathia, Trypes and Stereo Nova. For 

the first time in Greek rock history, there were 

sold out appearances in large venues of Greek 

bands. Thousands of fans cheered these 

groups; Greece was a great place, musically, to 

live in during this period. Other groups 

followed including              
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 Diafana Krina, Endelekheia, The Flowers Of 

Romance, Nama, PyxLax, Katsimihas 

Brothers, Giorgos Dimitriadis kai Oi Mikroi 

Iroes, Giorgos Dimitriadis then as a solo 

artist, thirty_ντέρτι, Manolis Famellos kai Oi 

Podilates, Ypogeia Revmata, Trypes broke up 

in early 2000s just as Xylina Spathia. 

In the early 2000s the rock radio station 

Atlantis released a new album, which included 

songs by a paraplegic rock band called 

“Shark’s tentacle” (To plokami tou karxaria). 

This is my favorite rock band. Here you can 

listen to their song “Sfixterman”. 

https://youtu.be/QnMau3oPMBo 

Written by Theodore Nikolettos 

 

Famous Greek singers 

Filippos  Pliatsikas 

 

It’s easy to start the list with one of the most 

talented artists and songwriters in Greek 

history. What was hard was separating him 

from the band that made him famous, Pyx Lax. 

The band holds the record for the highest 

grossing tour in Greek history (2011), 

impressive enough. Though what is truly  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates_Drank_The_Conium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates_Drank_The_Conium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nostradamos_(band)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Exadahtylos&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vlassis_Bonatsos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poll_(band)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kostas_Tournas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychedelic_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_military_junta_of_1967%E2%80%931974
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pavlos_Sidiropoulos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolas_Asimos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolas_Asimos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasilis_Papakonstantinou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xylina_Spathia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trypes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stereo_Nova
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diafana_Krina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endelekheia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nama_band
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyx_Lax
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Giorgos_Dimitriadis_kai_Oi_Mikroi_Iroes&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Giorgos_Dimitriadis_kai_Oi_Mikroi_Iroes&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thirty_%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%AD%CF%81%CF%84%CE%B9&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Manolis_Famellos_kai_Oi_Podilates&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Manolis_Famellos_kai_Oi_Podilates&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ypogeia_Revmata
https://youtu.be/QnMau3oPMBo


 

 

 

impressive is the talent flowing through the 

veins of this giant of the local music scene. 

Some of the people he has collaborated with 

since his first solo offering in 2002 include 

R.E.M, Sting, Harris Alexiou, George Dalaras, 

Nina Hagen and Eric Burdon (The Animals). 

With nine studio releases including an array of 

English songs and a recent English language 

album, Filippos appeals to non Greeks as 

evidenced by audiences who attend sold out 

shows across Europe and America. His 

2007 Omnia album is widely viewed as a 

masterpiece (selling well across the Balkans). 

Then again all of his albums seem to fall into 

that category. 

Anna Vissi 

 

 

If Filippos is perhaps a rock royal or king, Anna 

Vissi is surely a Queen of the music scene. 141 

singles from 32 albums and around 10 million 

sales globally, the Cypriot born singer and 

songwriter is one of the most talented artists 

in the world. Some of her hits have charted in 

Russia, Austria, the US dance chart and she 

even had a Turkish number 1! Her talents are 

acknowledged across Europe and she is 

without doubt a great entertainer on the 

stage as well. 
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Despina Vandi 

 

 

With 10 studio albums and 51 singles, the 

German born Despina Vandi has built a strong 

back catalogue. Unlike Vissi, Despina has 

relied on Phoebus to write most of her hits 

which have included top ten entries 

for Gia (#8 Netherlands), and number 1 

for Come Along Now (Turkey, 

Ukraine). Gia and Opa Opa both reached the 

top spot on the US dance chart. No other 

Greek artist had achieved that by 2003/2004. 

Even more incredibly, she became the first 

Greek based artist to have received a World 

Music Award! All these firsts including having 

two chart topping albums in Turkey help edge 

her ahead of Vissi and on to this list. 

George Dalaras 

 

 

The son of a rebetika singer, George has 

produced music that our parents and 

grandparents grew up with. 15 million 

worldwide sales from 70 albums began with 

the Harris Alexiou collaboration, Mikra Asia. 

He earned the wrath of Turkish authorities in 

2007 when he was due to play in 

Constantinople (Istanbul) for the closing of the 



 

 

 Greek Orthodox Youth Conference. His 

patriotic Greek views were apparently not 

well disposed of by the Turkish authorities. 

Like Filippos, he has played with some 

heavyweights from Pyx Lax, Manos Loizos, 

Manos Hadjidakis Sting, Bruce Springsteen, 

Jethro Tull. The music has also strayed from 

the Greek folk and rebetika genre to include 

Arabic, Latin and Israeli. A Goodwill 

Ambassador for the UN Refugee Agency, an 

honour that few Greek artists have attained. 

Harris Alexiou 

 

A one time collaborator with George Dalaras 

in 1972 and again in 1973 with Byzantinos 

Esperinos, Harris is the highest selling Greek 

based female singer. When critics and the 

music public reflect on Greek music, Harris’ 

name usually features. And why would it not 

with a talented voice and musical ability, she 

was that popular in Turkey that a street in 

Smyrna where she has heritage is named after 

her. It is claimed that she is the only Greek 

based artist to have performed on all 

continents in the world. Her music has been 

released in territories such as Japan and 

Canada. 

Yanni 

 

The Kalamata born Yanni Chrysomallis was 

never destined to be one of the world’s best 

composers for at the age of 14 he was the 

fastest 50 metre swimmer in Greece  
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(age category). Upon moving to the US and 

studying at a College he joined a band…. and 

the rest as we say is history as the young Yanni 

gained an appetite for music. Through the 

1980’s Yanni developed a range of soundtrack 

albums and dated Linda Evans. Then Oprah 

Winfrey became a fan and soon enough 2 of 

his albums including the 1992 Dare to Dream 

and the 1993 In My Time received Grammy 

nominations. That year proved to be a 

watershed one for the composer and 

producer, with his Live at the Acropolis filmed 

and released the following year. Yanni 

invested $2 million of his own hard earned 

drachma. The result being the second highest 

grossing concert video of all time and a global 

audience of half a billion. His albums 

consistently chart in the Billboard top 20 

whilst 16 have reached number 1 on the New 

Age chart. 

Mikis Theodorakis 

 

Arguably the greatest son of Chios, the 

 



 

 

 influence of Mikis is hard to capture in a few 

sentences. Nothing I will write can do this man 

any justice for he is revered the world over. 

His career may never have matured as there 

were many times he was sent to exile during 

the Greek Civil War and indeed tortured. This 

was to be repeated under the Junta in the 

1960s, when his music was banned! 

Zorba’s Dance (and the movie soundtrack) is 

undoubtedly his signature composition, which 

was based on two traditional Cretan 

tunes, Armenohorianos Syrtos and Kritiko 

syrtaki. This is perhaps the most famous song 

in Greek history, covered by a range of artists 

from Mexico to Aboriginal (dance 

interpretation). His compositions and body of 

work is endless and is credited with one of the 

best Holocaust compositions with The Ballad 

of Mauthausen. Mikis is one of the most 

awarded Greek artists which includes the 

Lenin Peace Prize. 

Maria Callas 

 

 

One of the greatest opera singers the world 

has ever known and is likely to know, Maria 

Callas was a true global star. 39 recorded 

albums and 50 stage musical roles, she 

posthumously won a Grammy award and was 

also voted BBC Music Magazine’s greatest 

ever soprano! She belonged to a golden age of 

Greek talent that included Melina Mercouri,  

 

                                                                            [17] 

Aliki Vougiouklaki, a vast array of composers 

and Onassis, her one time love. Maria would 

grace the cover Time and many publications of 

the 1950s. Whilst she was actually born in 

New York, she lived in Athens from her 

teenage years. 

Demis Roussos 

 

When Demis Roussos, the flamboyant and 

extremely talented singer passed away in 

2015, the world lost one of its best. 70 million 

records sold tell only part of the story; the 

Alexandria born Demis was a genius of the 

1970s with charisma and a sound matched by 

few in the industry internationally. Turn the 

radio on and his music played. He started his 

career in the 1960’s with the acclaimed 

Afrodite’s Child which had a number of hits 

abroad and at one time featured composer 

Vangelis. Demis owned the decade that 

followed with classics including Forever and 

Ever and My Friend the Wind. With 38 albums 

to his credit, many of his songs charted in the 

Top Ten. Arguably the first true male Greek 

superstar based in Greece. 

Nana Mouscouri 

 

 

A superstar that time has almost forgotten as 

Madonna, Mariah and Beyonce do their best 

to take her title…. that being the highest 

selling female of all time. Well, actually 

Madonna has now surpassed her sales figures 

of 250 million, leaving her as the second 

highest selling female and the fifth highest of  



 

 

all time. Not bad for a Cretan born singer who 

wore glasses. Ioanna (Nana) started her career 

in 1959, and her incredible ability with 

languages and to sing in French, Spanish, 

Portuguese, German and Italian to go with 

Greek and English enabled her to reach 

markets that few dared to dream about. 

Her White Rose of Athens tribute in 1961 is a 

song that was considered one of the most 

played and listened to of that decade.This was 

a song adapted from a composition by Manos 

Hatzidakis. Whilst Demis was a superstar, 

Nana was even bigger! Her music featured in 

commercials all over the world and she was 

constantly mobbed in her new home of 

France. Her English language record, Over and 

Over, stayed on the British chart for two 

years! Greece will probably never see the likes 

of her again. Her music, her concert tours and 

a vast repertoire of music are from an era 

where only talent and hard work got you 

through. 

Young people’s favorite 

music 

Guess what: Greek young people 

also like foreign music 

Music has always been a form of expression. A 

place where someone can express and 

manifest their feelings, worries, doubts, etc… 

through the rhythm and lyrics. Today the 

music industry has advanced along with the 

advancements in technology and gave new 

kinds of music: taking advantage of the 

technological progress trapping and rapping 

industries appeared. These new music 

industries owe their success to the new 

technology used in music production. Of 

course the lyrics and the messages most of 

these songs try to project are equally 

important. The topics usually refer to success, 

money, power of love. All of these ingredients 

are the key to their success, since young 

people are striving to relate to great 

 

                                                                            [18] 

commodities like fame and money. Out of 

these industry trappers and rappers like Mad 

Clip, Light, Snik, Hawk have made a name for 

themselves thanks to their unique style and 

quality. 

Written by Chris Vasilakis 

 

My favorite music band 

Since our subject is music this time I will tell 

you about my favorite band and song. It was 

very difficult to choose the band I will talk 

about since I have so many favorites but 

finally I chose the band Nirvana. Nirvana was a 

very popular rock band from the 90s but 

continues on being one of the most famous 

bands these days as well. The band was 

formed in 1987 by lead singer Kurt Cobain and 

consists of 3 people: Kurt Cobain as the lead 

singer, Krist Noviselic as the bassist and Dave 

Grohl as the drummer. The reason I love the 

band besides their music is their energy. I've 

seen a lot of their interviews and they're just 

so fun to watch and make me feel closer to 

the band. I like almost all of their songs but 

just for the sake of picking one I think I'd 

choose “Territorial Pissings” as it is in my 

opinion one of their more energetic songs 

which you can really dance to. I also like the 

fact that even there are only a few lyrics there 

is a meaning to them. I think you all know 

about Nirvana but in case you don't and you 

like rock, grunge music I'd advise you to listen 

to some of their songs. 

https://youtu.be/PxACOqY3w88 

Written by Fedora Stavridi 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/PxACOqY3w88
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             Spanish music 

   Spanish singers who have found fame internationally 

 
Somehow spanish singers have always seemed to find a way to break into the international music 

industry, mainly music the latin american audience to achieve this. In the following article we will 

summarize some of the main artists who have not only found fame in our country, but out of it at 

the same time. 

 

RAPHAEL 
 

Miguel Rafael Martos Sánchez, who was born on the 5th of may in 1943 in Linares, Jaen. His light 

baritone sound, bringing latin pop and romantic ballads together since his debut in 1959. He is one 

of the most acclaimed singers for around sixty years of his musical career. Currently he is touring 

throughout Europe and America, all whilst his oldest tunes are being made into records of today. 

 
ROCIO JURADO 

 
María del Rocío Trinidad Mohedano Jurado, 

was born on the 18th of september of 1946 en 

Chipiona, Cadiz although she later died in 2006 

at the age of 60. She was an artist who 

achieved great fame not only in Spain but 

worldwide. Her music intertwined between 

flamenco, the 

andalusian twang, the bolero, spanish pop and 

also romantic ballads. throughout the music 

carrere she achieved 80 silver disks and 180 

gold discs. in the year 2000 she won the title of 

the millennial voice in Spain. 

 
Isabel Pantoja 

 
María Isabel Pantoja was born the 2nd of august of 1956 in Seville. She was born into a family of 

folk musicians and singers, so it is not surprising that at the age of seven she began to show her 

talent in music. She has a great musical career and is recognized not only in Spain but also outside of 

it, something that also made her way on television. 

 
Camilo Sesto 

                                                  
Camilo Blanes Cortez was born on 

September 16, 1946 in Alcoy (Alicante), and 

passed away on September 8, 2019. He was 

an outstanding Spanish composer, 

producer, musician and singer with great 

fame in  
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the rest of the world. His music as between pop, ballad and rock. He is one of the most important 

Spanish singers in history and in 2011 he won the“Maximum Hispanic Pride” award. It has more than 

40 record productions and its sales exceed 70 million copies. 

 
Joaquín Sabina 

 
Joaquín Ramón Martínez Sabina was born on February 12, 1949 in Úbeda (Cádiz). Poet, painter and 

one of the greatest singer-songwriters in our history, his music is classified as rock, folk, trova and 

pop. His tone of voice in baritone and his period of musical activity is since 1978. Sabina has sold 

more than ten million records and in his career has published a total of seventeen studio albums, 

three compilations, and five live albums, also counting records with Joan Manuel Serrat, Fito Páez 

or Javier Krahe. 

 

Alejandro Sanz 
 

Alejandro Sánchez Pizarro was born on 

December 18, 1968 in Madrid. His music 

moves between pop rock, ballad, flamenco, 

Spanish rock and Latin pop. 

Tenor is his tone of voice. His period of 

musical activity goes from 1988 to the 

present and he has managed to establish 

himself as one of the most 

influential Spanish singers in history, selling 

more than 25 million records so far. He has 

won 20 Latin and 3 American Grammys. 

 
Written by: Azahara María Fuentes Yañez and Faith Marie Axon Kendall 

 

 

Spanish International Artists 

Most of you may have heard about some famous artists such as Rosalia, David Bisbal, or Lola Índigo. 

But you won't probably know that they are from Spain. 

Currently, in Spain, there are famous singers of almost all musical genres. 
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Nowadays Rosalia is one of the most iconic Spanish singers. She had won the Grammy prize for the 

best Latin rock album before she turned 27. Furthermore, she has done many collaborations with 

other artists such as J Balvin, Billie Eilish, Ozuna, or Travis Scott. And her most famous songs are “Yo x 

ti tu x mi” and “Malamente”. 

At the moment, with 15.2 followers on Instagram, she is one of the most influential persons on social 

media. 

Another talented Spanish singer is David Bisbal, he is from Almería and he reached popularity in 2001 

when he appeared in the famous program “Operación Triunfo”. He is well-known for some of his 

songs, such as “Bulería”, “A partir de hoy” or “Diez mil maneras”. Currently, he owns about 60 

platinum records by singing ballads, pop, and Latin pop with artists like Sebastián Yatra or Aitana 

Ocaña. 

Eventually, we will talk about Lola Indigo, also a distinguished singer from Granada who is also a 

really virtuous dancer. As Bisbal did, she appeared in the Tv show “Operación Triunfo” in 2017. 

Although she was the first expelled from the show, she was able to reach fame and win a double-

platinum record in 2018 with her first single ‘’Ya no quiero ná”.  

This is the end of our article about Spanish International Artists, we hope you have learned a bit 

about Spanish singers. If you already know about them, you will learn about their musical trajectory. 

Written by Abril Fernández, Carmen Muñoz 4ºA. 

 

THE ORIGIN OF “FLAMENCO” 

Flamenco is a type of dance and instrumental music. It was born from a mixture of lots of cultures 

such as the arabian, jews and gypsies who arrived into Spain in XV and many of them stayed 

Andalusia. Of this cultural mix emerged  “flamenco” They developed this amazing art which for years 

has become a universal artistic 

manifestation. 

We know where it emerged but, when? 

Obviously there isn’t any right answer for 

this question due to the fact that 

flamenco wasn’t born on any specific 

date: But, what we do know is that it is 

over two hundred years old 

approximately.  

People can say that this dance is really 

young because it is only two centuries old. 

It is a short period of time if we focus on the music’s history.  However, there are documents that say 

how the celebrations were in the past which gypsies did, how they used to sing and dance like people 

do at present. 

At first, flamenco was only sung, however then appeared the dance and the music, mainly the guitar. 

If we analyze flamenco, we can find roots of traditional dances of africans or indians. As a result of 

that, the principal characteristics of this music are provided by the Andalusian, gypsy and african 

culture. 
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We recommend you to listen to  flamenco songs, but you must be ready because one of the reasons 

for its popularity is the feelings that they might produce in you. In conclusion, they are full of love, 

happiness, pain and other feelings. 

Also, there are different varieties of traditional flamenco singing,  types which are called palos. 

The main one is called “palo”: 

● Sevillanas:  Are a typical dance in Sevilla, one of the most famous in Spain. It is usually 

danced in pairs. 

 

Of course there are more examples like; 

● Alegrías  

● Bulerías  

● Fandangos  

● Tangos 

The most important part of this huge culture are the dresses 

which  women use to dance, it’s a distinct signal of the 

spanish culture. In Spain we call them “traje de flamenca” or 

“traje de sevillana”, We are really proud because it isn’t a 

secret that this type of dresses are well known by the whole 

world, belonging to the universal history. On this picture you 

can see a fashionable icon and one of the dresses . However, 

each year this dress is renewed by adding some new prints 

and colors. 

Like flamenco in general, the dress did not appear on a 

specific moment in time, though if we had to pin point a 

specific date, we would say between 1847/1848. 

 

These are  examples of the dresses: 

 

Now we are going to talk about some famous flamenco musicians: 
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Camarón de la Isla 

Camarón de la Isla is probably one of the best known 

singers of Flamenco in Spain. He was born in Cádiz in 

1952. When he was only 16 years old he became a 

professional singer. During his career he has 

composed very famous songs such as “como el agua”, 

“castillos de arena” and “al verte las flores lloran”. 

Unfortunately he died in 1992, aged 44 of lung cancer, 

because he was a smoker. 

Tomatito 

José Fernández Torres “Tomatito” (Almería, 1958, 62 

years old). He was born in one of the most important 

flamenco families in Almería. Although he was born in 

Almería he started to be famous in Málaga. He 

released very famous records like “como el agua” 

(with Camarón), “Soy Flamenco” and “Spain”. He has 

won awards like a Latin Grammy for the best 

instrumental record or a César for the best music for a 

film. 

Rosalía 

Rosalía is a spanish singer and producer, she was born in 

1993 (27 years old) in Barcelona. In 2017 she released her 

first record called “Catalina”, after that she has 

collaborated with internationally known singers such as J. 

Balvin in “Con altura” or Travis Scot in “TKN”. Her style is 

revolutionary because she mixes Flamenco with other 

types of music like trap, pop or reggaeton, because of that 

she has a lot of followers who love her special music.  

  

Written by: Rita G. Yavary González and Ismael Vergara García 

 

TYPICAL SPANISH MUSIC!  

FLAMENCO! 

The origin of flamenco is in the Andalusian region, an art that has become another tourist attraction 
in this province. Those who visit the Andalusian capital take advantage of their stay to see a 
flamenco show in Seville, a highly recommended experience to enjoy strength, talent, art, and music 
that is universal. 
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- WHAT IS FLAMENCO? 
Flamenco is an original Andalusian art, the 
result of the influence of various cultures such 
as gypsy, Arab, Christian and Jewish. It 
integrates instrumental music, folk singing 
and dancing. Today, this artistic expression is 
appreciated and practiced throughout the 
world. Known for its great emotional intensity, 
flamenco was declared an Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO in 2010. 

- FLAMENCO FOLK SINGING 
Flamenco folk singing is one of the three 

fundamental elements of flamenco, along 

with dance and playing the guitar. 

 

As with dance, flamenco folk singing has its 

own rules, including forms and styles that vary 

from one flamenco singer to another. The 

history of flamenco singing is diffuse, as is the 

origins of the art itself. However, it is believed 

that, as we mentioned before, it was the 

mixture of various cultures that gave rise to 

the folk singing that we know today: 

Islamic monochord chants. 

Music of the Jews. 

Popular songs of the Mozarabic Christians. 

Folklore of the gypsies who came to Spain in 

the 15th century. 

Most likely, this first part of flamenco 

emerged in the popular classes as a form of 

expression of daily life. Later, it went from 

family gatherings in cafes, acquiring a more 

professional form. And finally, flamenco 

venues began to proliferate and flamenco was 

established as part of the Andalusian culture. 

THE DANCE 

The structure of the piece, the movements 
and the intensity of the performance depend 
on the type of flamenco dance performed. 
Although more than talking about ‘types of 
dances’, the most correct thing is to refer to 
flamenco styles which are a way of ordering 
the cantes that this art offers. 

There are more than 50 different styles, each 

style has its own time signature, an origin, a 

specific type of letter and music that 

differentiates some styles from others. A 

characteristic that flamenco singing, music 

and dance have in common is the high degree 

of improvisation of the interpreter.The most 

popular and known are: 

Soleá: it is one of the dances most performed 

by artists and due to its type of movements it 

is better suited to women. It is performed 

with arm movements, hip undulations and 

waist twists. The lyrics speak of sorrows, 

losses, love… 

Bulerías: It is the most cheerful and fun of all 

dances and is distinguished by its fast rhythm, 

without a doubt, made to dance. 

Alegrías: originating in Cádiz, it is the oldest 

flamenco dance characterized by the 

musicality of the guitar tones. 

- FAMOUS FLAMENCO ARTISTS 
Despite the fact that flamenco is performed 
by several people at the same time, the truth 
is that the figure of the bailaor or bailaora, as  



 

 

well as the singers, has a marked importance 
and their figures are magnified with the 

passage of time. Currently, the following 
names stand out: 

Sara Baras: born into a family with a flamenco 
tradition, from a young age she was interested 
in art and trained with some of the greatest. 
She is known as the bailaora with the greatest 
international projection and won the National 
Dance Award back in 2003. 

Estrella Morente: another successor to a 
family that has been everything in the world 
of flamenco. Estrella is the daughter of the 
icon Enrique Morente, which from a very 
young age marked her to focus her 
professional career in the world of music. 
After a few difficult first years due to the 
responsibility of her last name and not yet 
having the necessary tables, she has already 
established herself as the best cantaora of the 
moment. 
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Vicente Amigo: the guitar plays a fundamental 
role in the identity of flamenco, and in that 
sense Vicente Amigo is one of the references. 
He has been in the elite for almost two 
decades and now he is fusing flamenco with 
Celtic music, a daring that only a genius like 
him can think of. 

Joaquín Cortés: The Cordoba dancer and 
choreographer has played a fundamental role 
in flamenco dance. Since its inception, his 
efforts to get this art to reach a wider 
audience have been more than remarkable, 
even collaborating in films like Flamenco, by 
Carlos Saura. His popularity has crossed 
borders, so much so that in Tokyo, New York 
and Moscow… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Sabrina Jiménez Blanco and 

Victoria Caro Romera 
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Italian music 

A symphony that connects everybody 
 

Each nation has its own languages, 
traditions, cultures, religions, musical genres...  
Music is one of the means with which we can 
console and express ourselves. It is a set of 
harmonies, rhythms and melodies; but it is 
also feeling, like anger, pain, sadness, 
whatever we want it to be.  

It has very ancient origins, in fact the 
sources testify that its existence dates back to 
55,000 years ago; although our term ‘music’ 
comes from the Greek noun μουσική. Over 
time, music has evolved, thanks to the 
invention of new instruments and musical 
genres.  
As for contemporary music (excluding the 
‘classical’ one), the country that, in my 
opinion, has led to an important and greatest 
development is the United States of America, 
where the most popular genres and styles of 
music were spread today, such as rock and 
roll, blues, gospel, country, soul, jazz, RnB, 
pop, rap, and hip-hop. Among the most 
important figures of the 19th-20th century 
music scene we remember Louis Armstrong, 
father of jazz, as well as one of the icons of 
gospel songs; Albert Nelson, called Albert 
King, who was one of the blues best guitarists; 
Aretha Franklin, one of the icons of gospel and 
soul music; Elvis Presley, legendary character 
of rock and roll, or Michael Jackson, 
nicknamed “The King of Pop”.  
Nowadays, the most listened musical genres, 

especially by young people like us, are in my 

opinion rap and hip-hop. In Italy one of the 

first and most important characters of rap is 

Fabri Fibra.  

 

Our favourite Italian 

singers 

Nowadays the music has a fundamental place 

in teenagers’ life. It’s in fact an important 

means to let off steam, relax and reflect on all 

problems, especially in this year so hard.  

 

Fabri Fibra, pseudonym of Fabrizio Tarducci, 
was born in Senigallia in the Marche region. As 
a profession he is a rapper and boasts a career 
of almost thirty years. Some of his most 
famous songs are Applausi per Fabri Fibra, 
Bugiardo, in Italy.  
In these times, among the most listened 
Italian singers there are certainly Gaia, Sfera 
Ebbasta, Elodie, Ultimo, Mahmood. Like the 
other guys, I mainly listen to rap and hip-hop, 
not so much the Italian one, but the American 
one however.  

I think that music, regardless of what 

genre we like or listen to, is a very important 

medium for all of us, and accompanies us daily 

and is able to influence our feelings and 

thoughts both positively and negatively. 

 
Written by Ioana Bianca A.  – 2 A Italy 

 

 

 

 

For what concerns us, the music joins people 

of all ages and it’s a way to get in touch with 

the cultures around the world. In my country  



 

 

there are lots of types of music, but one of the 

most popular is pop. One of our favourite 

singer is Tommaso Paradiso...we love him! He 

was born in Rome on 25th of June in 1983.In 

2009 was born his band called “The 

Giornalisti” , founded with his friends Marco 

Antonio Musella and Marco Primavera. The 

band will debut in 2011 and will enjoy  a great 

success with the album “Fuoricampo” in 2014. 

The culmination will come in 2016 with 

“Completamente” , which will make Tommaso 

Paradiso one of the main artists in italian 

music scene. In 2019 he left the band for 

reasons unknown to us, but he continued to 

sing solo. The first song he wrote solo is “Non 

avere paura” which has been very successful. 

From that moment he began to write other 

songs that quickly became very famous among 

young people: “Ricordami”, “Ma lo vuoi 

capire?” and “I nostri anni”. With these songs, 

and also the previous ones, Tommaso 

Paradiso fills the stadiums all over Italy and, 

even in such a difficult period, he can make 

himself heard! 

https://youtu.be/2n4HS1RSvhM 

Written by Ines S - IV B – Italy 

 

Curiosities about Tommaso Paradiso 

He wakes up at 7 every morning, no matter 

what time he went to sleep. He prefers to 

start the day early and rest only after dinner. 

He replies to all private messages that come 

to him on Facebook from fans and friends. He 

calls himself a romantic guy. "I'm romantic at 

two thousand" he revealed, explaining that he 

cares a lot for his female audience. 

He loves doing interviews and promoting his 

work, he loves being on tour a little less: "I'm 

lazy," he said. The moment he loves the most 

about his work is when he writes the songs. 

“Because I only write when I feel something 

really strong - he said -. I write only on the 

basis of my personal experience, and that of  

 

                                                                            [27] 

writing is a phase in which you can melt more, 

tell what happened to you ". 

He loves the sea and his dream is to live there 

sooner or later. "As soon as I see the sea my 

body automatically relaxes" he revealed. 

Love the oversized look. "Ralph Lauren 

sponsors us: very cute things - he explained in 

an interview talking about his outfits -. But I 

love to dress oversized and all new brands do 

tiny things ... 

Among the most incredible things that 

happened to him is a lunch with Luca Carboni, 

for whom he also wrote a song and which he 

greatly admires as an artist and person. 

His myths from a musical point of view are 

Vasco Rossi, Lucio Dalla, the Stadio and 

Venditti. One of the reasons why we love this 

singer most is his depth, the way he manages 

to make certain feelings or situations perceive. 

It is the kind of song you listen to in the 

morning as soon as you wake up with the 

smell of coffee that pervades the house, which 

enters your heart and gives you the energy to 

face the day.I have to be honest I don't like 

Italian songs. In my opinion, listening to rap, 

Italian rap is, in most cases, a revival of 

American themes and sounds. Probably the 

reason is that in America there has been a 

maturation of music caused by the fact that it 

is a genre that developed a long time ago. 

While in Italy it is still in development, in 

America it has already been tested for years. 

In addition, in the American rap scene we can 

find a huge number of artists who often bring 

new trends and new sounds, although from 

this point of view we are also having a 

development in Italy. In fact, new artists and 

new musicalities are being born, even if we 

have not yet reached the level of our 

companions overseas. 

Written by Maria Teresa L. -  Carla L. -  

Francesco D’A. - IV B - Italy 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2n4HS1RSvhM


 

  

Another of our favourite singer is also Cesare 

Cremonini, he's an italian singer-songwriter 

and actor. Cesare Cremonini was born in 

Bologna on March 27, 1980. At 11 he begins 

to embrace the world of pop / rock. In 1996, 

together with some friends and classmates, he 

formed a group called "Senzafilter", with 

whom he performed in parties and clubs on 

the Bolognese circuit. 

On May 27, 1999, the debut single 50 Special 

was released on the radio and the success of 

Lunapop began. On November 15, 2002 when 

Lunapop was disbanded, Cremonini released 

his first album. 

The singer's biggest hits include "Vieni a 

vedere perché", "Latin Lover", "Gongi-Boy", 

"Marmellata #25", "Dicono di me", "Figlio di 

un re", "Il Comico", "Mondo", "Buon viaggio 

(Share The Love)", "Poetica" and "Nessuno 

Vuole Essere Robin".  

https://youtu.be/SyNlLUIbhlQ 

Written by Ivana D.P. - IV B - Italy 

 

 

We are crazy about music, even if we don't 

play it. The genre that comes close to us and 

that we like the most is pop music. In 

particular, we listen to an Italian artist, whom 

we like very much, Tiziano Ferro. Tiziano Ferro 

is an Italian singer-songwriter and record 

producer. During her career she also sang in 

Spanish, English, French and Portuguese. He 

has sold over 15 million copies worldwide, 

mainly in Europe and Latin America, and in his 

twenty-year career he has received numerous 

awards, nominations and acknowledgments 

among the most important nationally and 

internationally. At the age of five he received 

his first Bontempi keyboard as a Christmas 

gift: it is his first encounter with music. He 

started as a very small one to write the first 

tracks, composing the various bases with very 
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 simple means and accidents from a tape 

recorder. Two of these short tracks, made in 

1987 and titled the sky and the eyes, were 

later included as ghost tracks in the third 

studio album, Nobody Is Alone (2006). Today 

there is not a particular famous song, because 

it has made a lot of success with so many of its 

songs, but if we had to say which is our 

favorite, we would say "Amici per errore". 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82xQym

R7-a4 

Written by Flavio C. - Grazia F.  IV B  Italy 

 

 

Our latest favourite Italian singer is Lucio 

Battisti. We think that he’s one of the greatest 

singers of all time and his songs are still 

contemporary even if they have been 

composed between 1962 and 1994. Battisti 

was born in 1943 and died in 1998. He is 

considered one of the greatest personalities in 

the history of Italian music both as a 

composer and performer of his songs, and as a 

composer for other artists. His production has 

given a decisive turning point to Italian pop / 

rock: Lucio Battisti has revolutionized and 

personalized in every sense the form of the 

traditional and melodic song combining it with 

sounds and rhythms typical of various genres. 

Battisti marked an era of Italian musical 

culture and costume, interpreting in poetic 

style themes considered exhausted or difficult 

to renew, such as sentimental involvement 

and the events of everyday life. For these 

reasons, Battisti is considered as a true genius 

of music as well as a point of reference for the 

Italian music scene. We grew up with his 

songs and when we were child we didn’t really 

like them much but now we love them. Our 

favourite song is “Il mio canto libero”. The 

song was written together with another great 

Italian composer: Mogol, and talks about the 

love story of the latter with his new partner,  

 

https://youtu.be/SyNlLUIbhlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82xQymR7-a4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82xQymR7-a4


 

 

after the end of the marriage with his wife. 

https://youtu.be/sNYuwmQCn-s     
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Written by Anna B. - IV B – Italy 

From “Ricchi e Poveri” to “Tha Supreme”:  

my favourite artists 
 

I don't have a favorite musical genre, in the 

sense that I don't just listen to singers who 

make music of a certain genre, but I listen to 

different singers or bands who make music 

that are also very different from each other. 

Just think of the fact that I approach the pop 

genre of '' Ricchi e Poveri '' with the rap genre 

of '' Tha Supreme '', a singer that I really 

appreciate, who has produced many beautiful 

songs, and who is one of my favorite Italian 

artists.  Tha Supreme begins to make itself 

known in Italy in 2017, the year of release of 

its first single. However it reaches the peak of 

its popularity in 2018, the year in which he 

released songs like '' 5olo '', '' scuol4 '', and 

many others, which will later be collected in 

the album '' 23 6451 '', released in 2019, and 

which is still today among the 20 best Italian 

records. He collaborates not only with the 

most famous Italian artists at the moment, but 

also with foreign artists, in fact he has 

collaborated with the famous '' Bbno $ '', co-

producer of the famous song '' LaLaLa ''. 

 Other artists I like are the `` Nuclear Tactical 

Penguins '', who also participated in the 2020 

edition of Sanremo, one of the main music 

festivals in Italy. They are famous for songs 

like '' Ringo Starr '', whose music video is a 

quote from the movie '' Back to the Future '', 

one of my favorite films. But in addition to the 

video, the text is also really beautiful, 

accompanied by a more than catchy melody. 

The text takes up the character of Ringo Starr, 

drummer of the Beatles. 

But now let's go back in time talking about 

another song that I really appreciate, that is 

“Sarà perchè ti amo”-'' It will be because I love 

you '' by '' Ricchi e Poveri '', a group born in 

the 60s. The song, on the other hand, is from 

the 1980s, and is part of the Italian musical 

tradition, in fact it is a very famous piece, 

known by practically all of Italy; 

Tha Supreme 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpV71T

gvvEY 

Pinguini Tattici Nucleari - Ringo Starr (Official 

Video - Sanremo 2020) - YouTube 

Ricchi e Poveri 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmXO6

ubblIA 

Written by Vittorio I. - IV B – Italy 

 

Music, language of 

humanity 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/sNYuwmQCn-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpV71TgvvEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpV71TgvvEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3n4CrZxu3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3n4CrZxu3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmXO6ubblIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmXO6ubblIA
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The role of pop in the contemporary world, a comparison 
between the UK and Italy 
 

 

 

  
 

 

Music has always accompanied the 
man throughout his life, from an early age we 
are attracted to the various melodies that 
casually surround us, then as we grow up we 
begin to understand the musical tastes that 
can affect us sentimentally.  

The most relevant musical genres are 
Rock ‘n’ Roll, Hip Hop, Rap, Metal, Raggae. In 
England, British Popular music is the most 
famous genre, which includes Jazz, Pop and 
Rock. In addition to Great Britain, these 
categories have also influenced the United 
States, Canada, Australia and Italy. One of the 
most beloved international singers of British 
origin is Ed Sheeran, who has sold over 10 
million copies and ranked second among the 
most streamed artists on the Spotify music 
platform, used by millions of people. The 
success with the singles Thinking Out Loud, 
Bloodstream, Photograph, Shape of you and 
Perfect is enormous. His fame also reached 
Italy, where he held numerous concerts, 
including that of June 16 2019 at the Olympic 
stadium in Rome with the presence of the 
Italian singer-songwriter Ultimo.  

Niccolò Moriconi, in art Ultimo, fol-
lows the same musical style of Ed Sheeran, is 
proclaimed as the most listened artist in Italy 
on the TIMmusic platform. After winning in 

 

  

the “new proposals” section, the Sanremo 
Festival in 2018, in 2019 he returns to the 
Festival with the song I tuoi particolari with 
which he ranked second, selling 25,000 copies 
and winning the album and winning the gold 
record from FIMI. Another international 
British singer-songwriter worth mentioning is 
Dua Lipa, considered a rising star of pop mu-
sic, in fact she calls herself “The Queen Of The 
Dark Pop” because she talk about current 
social situations, such as feminism. She has 
received numerous awards, including the 
American Music Award, the BRIT Award, two 
MTV Europe Music awards. She was also a 
guest at the Sanremo Festival 2020 the fourth 
evening.  
 

 

In the same evening the Italian singer-

songwriter Tiziano Ferro also participated as a 

guest; his songs address many issues to help 

guide young people, he has sold 8 and a half 

million copies in Italy and abroad, he has also 

sung in Spanish, English, French and 

Portuguese, in addition he has collaborated 

with OneRepublic (a band US). These are just a 

few names of singers who have climbed the 

charts of the most listened pop category 

among young people. 

Written by Virginia P. – 2 A- Italy 

 



  

 

The Italian participation 

at the Eurovision Song 

Contest 

Every year, the most watched international 
event worldwide, apart from sport 
competitions, is the Eurovision Song Contest, 
a music festival where singers from many 
European countries (and some non-European 
countries) compete for the first place. It takes 
place every spring in the country that won the 
previous year. 
Italy is among the founding countries, in fact it 
was an Italian who proposed an European 
music contest to the European Broadcasting 
Union, and it’s one of the “Big Five” together 
with France, Germany, Spain and the United 
Kingdom because they were the first to 
financially support the European Broadcasting 
Union, so they have direct access to the final 
evening. 
Every year, the Italian participant is the winner 
of the Festival di Sanremo, the most popular 
Italian song contest and awards ceremony, 
held annually in February in Sanremo in 
Liguria, and consisting of a competition 
amongst previously unreleased Italian songs. 
Italy has participated in the contest 
continuously since 1956, with the exception of 
an absence from 1997 to 2010,  
getting ten podiums and placing first in two of 
these: in 1964 with Gigliola Cinquetti and in 
1990 with Toto Cutugno. 
I have been following this event since Italy 
started participating again (2011) and I really 
like seeing it because it’s a great opportunity 
to find out cultures and music of many 
nations. 
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Since 2011, Italy has been ranked seven times 
in the top ten including three podiums in 2011 
(Raphael Gualazzi), 2015 (Il Volo) and 2019 
(Mahmood). 
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, in 2020, 
the competition did not take place, but on 
May 16, the organization decided to go on the 
air anyway, but the different representatives 
performed alone in front of national 
monuments of their nation: for example, for 
Italy, Diodato performed alone in the empty 
Verona’s arena, illuminated with the colors of 
our flag. 
This year the contest will take place in 
Rotterdam, in the Netherlands, on 18, 20 and 
22 May 2021. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ogyi0GP
R_Ik&pbjreload=101 Diodato in Verona’s 
arena 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcRoel5q
bS4 Italian participants  
 
 
 
Written by Vincenzo Di C. 2B - Italy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ogyi0GPR_Ik&pbjreload=101
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ogyi0GPR_Ik&pbjreload=101
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcRoel5qbS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcRoel5qbS4
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Folk Singer Roberta Palumbo 

 

                    Special Interview 
                                                                                        

Photo credit: Tina Tenace 
        

For the Erasmus + Project, students of the IIS 

"Federico II" interviewed the singer-

songwriter from Apricena Roberta Palumbo 

on the theme "Music in our Country". 

Roberta Palumbo, twenty-nine yers old, has 

been a student of our School. Together with 

her we go to the discovery of a great passion 

that combines love for music with the cultural 

roots of our territory. 

The Erasmus + group decided to dedicate a 

space to music in the various countries, each 

partner group tells something about its music 

and its songwriters in such a difficult time for 

all artists; the musician Roberta Palumbo is an 

authentic expression of our country.  

Inspired mainly by Matteo Salvatore's music, 

she loves to tell local history through her 

storytelling. 

Here is an extract from the interview. 

At what age did your passion about music 

start? 

«Listening belongs to me as a child, I already 

started performing during high school (around  

the age of 15), I had a band where I also sang 

rock». 

What music did you listen to as a girl? 

«Until middle school I used to listen to Dream 

Theater a lot, then suddenly I jumped to 

Italian progressive rock (especially PFM), then 

the great Italian songwriters (such as Dalla, De 

Gregori, Guccini ...) ». 

Did your studies help you in your career? 

"I attended the Scientific High School in this 

Institute, and this has certainly been a path 

that has helped me build my cultural identity, 

as well as my experience as a 

studentrepresentative of the School. This 

experience, which allowed me to be among 

different people, was very useful to 

communicate, to take initiatives… Maybe - 

who knows - I waswrong not to continue my 

studies afterwards but I preferred to follow a 

musical career ». 

If you could choose a genre far from yours 

which would you opt for? 

 

 



 

 

«I often collaborate with other southern 

artists and I happen to find myself 

interpretingvery different songs. Certainly I 

cannot interpret something whose text or 

sound does not captivate me; so, I need to 

feel that song 100% mine to interpret it, 

otherwise it would mean distorting myself ». 

What do you think of trap music? 

«Generally, human beings by their nature are 

inclined to 'follow the other sheep' ... I think 

that this genre is currently being done a lot 

because it is what is fashionable and certainly 

brings income. I think there is a lot of good 

stuff in this genre but also a lot that I would 

discard. I do not deny that it was also 

proposed to me but at the moment I do not 

feel taken, musically I feel very far from this 

genre… ».                                                                         
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What needs to be done to revalue the 

traditional music of our country? 

«To do this it is necessary to become aware of 

our cultural identity and love the territory, 

only in this way can it be enhanced. For me, 

studying traditional songs meant knowing and 

rediscovering their 'words': eg. I asked myself 

“why do we say that?”, “what happened in 

that historical period?”.  

 

Mind you, that behind every song, phrase and 

even word there is the 'story', that story that 

is not told in books but which contains a 

disarming richness! ".  

                                                                                                                                                                            

Did this period penalize you or did you know how to exploit it constructively? 

“I have certainly used these months to reflect, study, compose and much more, however I feel the 

need to emphasize that for an artist it is important, and indeed essential, to sing, to be among 

people, to be on stage; without this the strength does not reach you! I would like to point out that 

our category has not closed for a few months but we have been standing still for a year and this is 

psychologically devastating! ». 

 

 

Many thanks Roberta Palumbo for the time dedicated to this interesting interview! It has been an 

honour for us having you as guest in our virtual online meeting. 

It was a very positive experience for all the Erasmus+ students of I.I.S. “Federico II” High School. 

Here some links of her wonderful music: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SW9SdqKwHfw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTF82GvZ7AI 

By Italian Erasmus+ Students I.I.S. “Federico II” APRICENA - ITALY 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SW9SdqKwHfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTF82GvZ7AI
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And  now…. 

4th Gel Rodou, which is responsible for the second edition of the 

project’s newspaper, invites you to visit some beautiful 

landmarks of Rhodes! 

The Medieval Old Town 

of Rhodes 

 

 

The Medieval Old Town of Rhodes is an 

“Unesco World Heritage city” and was built 

during the 14th century. From 1309 to 1523 

Rhodes, the largest island of Dodecanese, was 

occupied by the Knights of St John of 

Jerusalem. They transformed the capital into a 

fortified city, able to withstand terrible sieges 

as those led by the Sultan of Egypt (1444) and 

Mehmet II (1480). 

 

 Rhodes finally fell in 1522 after a six month 

siege carried out by Suleyman II. Old Town’s 

history and development up to 1912 has 

resulted in the addition of valuable Islamic 

monuments such as mosques, baths and 

houses. When the Italian occupied Rhodes in 

1912, they restored the Knights Quarter to its 

former state. The coexistance and the 

exchange of different populations over the 

centuries is what makes the Old Town of 

Rhodes unique.  

 

The Palace of the 

Grand Master 

 
One of Rhodes’ most renowned sights is the 

Palace of the Grand Master. The Palace of the 

Grand Master of the Knights of Rhodes, also 

known as Kastello, is a medieval castle in the 

city of Rhodes. It is one of the few examples of 

Gothic architecture in Greece. The Palace was  

 



 

 

originally built in the late 7th century as a 

Byzantine citadel. After the Knights Hospitaller 

occupied Rhodes           in 1309, they 

converted the fortress into their 

administrative center and the palace of their 

Grand Master. The Palace was damaged in the 

earthquake of 1481 but was repaired soon 

after. During the Ottoman occupation it was 

used as a command center and fortress.  

During the Italian rule of Rhodes Italian 

architects restored the damaged parts of the 

Palace. On 10 February 1947 the Treaty of 

Peace with Italy determined that the Italian 

Republic would transfer the Dodecanese 

Islands to Greece and in 1948 the Palace was 

finally converted to a museum. 

Written by Lina Roditi 

Photos chosen by Asimina Kambouraki 

The Valley of 

Butterflies 

A unique nature reserve on 

the island of Rhodes   This is a 

rare habitat for the Panaxia Quadripunctaria 

butterfly (very rare species found in very few 

places around the world) which makes its 

appearance in this unique natural park in the 

period from May to late September. 

It is a small and somewhat dark pine covered 

valley, crossed by shady paths, well formed 

ponds and small waterfalls. You can also see 

wooden bridges in various parts of the small 

Pelican River. During your visit you will notice 

gray butterflies sleeping on the shady sites of 

tree stem or around the roots. The sight of 

thebutterfly colony is enchanting in itself  but 

if the butterflies are awake, they form a cloud, 

which is particularly striking, as it reveals the 

range color of their wings.  

Written by Anastasia Pagomenou  

Photos chosen by Klajdi Selmani  
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A few words about our 

Erasmus+ project 

 

                                                                            [36]

Future Press: On line Newspaper and Radio 

Erasmus+ KA229 Strategic Partnership 2019-2022 

Partners: IES Las Marinas, Spain (coordinator school) 

Dimitar Talev Secondary School, Bulgaria 

I.I.S.S. "Federico II", Italy 

4th Gel Rodou, Greece 

This project aims to create an e-paper and online radio, in which all the partners 

will be able to upload local and international news in order to observe and 

appreciate the different points of view and realities of the same topic. The 

topics treated are chosen and decided among all the collaborative partners, and 

after doing so, each workmate works uploading podcasts, videos, pictures and 

texts to the websites students create. 
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